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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1324 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PEPR, MASS, SY, XH 

SUBJECT: MILITARY SUPPLIES TO SYRIA 

EMBOFF TOLD BY EAST BLOC JOURNALIST RESIDENT IN DAMASCUS 
THAT SYRIAN COS SHIHABI'S VISIT TO BUDAPEST WAS IN PART TO 
MEET WITH OFFICIALS OF WARSAW PACT OFFICES THERE FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF TRYING TO BETTER COORDINATE WARSAW PACT AID 
TO SYRIA. TO DATE WE HAVE CONSIDERED THAT EAST BLOC MILITARY 
AID TO SYRIA HAS GENERALLY BEEN OFFERED ON BILATERAL BASIS. WE 
WOULD WELCOME EMBASSY'S COMMENTS AS TO WHETHER THERE IS ANY 
KIND OF WARSAW PACT MECHANISM IN BUDAPEST TO COORDINATE MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO COUNTRIES SUCH AS SYRIA. 
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